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FAITS MARQUANTS

A4 EUROPE: Les divergences européennes
soulignées par la tournée du Président XI

La politique chinoise d’Emmanuel Macron : L’abandon des
illusions et le retour a la Realpolitik

Le président francais et la présidente de la Commission
européenne, Ursula von der Leyen, ont appelé la Chine a réduire
les livraisons de biens a double usage a la Russie qui finissent sur
le front ukrainien. Ils ont également précisé que cela affectait les
relations entre I’'UE et la Chine. Xi Jinping a au moins appuyé la
proposition de Macron d’une tréve pendant les Jeux olympiques
de Paris cet été. [...] Sans surprise, il n’y a pas eu de déclaration
conjointe sur 1’Ukraine, bien qu’il y en ait eu une assez
intéressante sur la situation au Moyen-Orient, ou les positions
communes sont plus claires : protection des civils, opposition a
I’offensive israé¢lienne sur Rafah et au déplacement forcé de civils,

cessez-le-feu immédiat et promotion d’une solution & deux Etats.
https://www.ifri.org/fr/publications/editoriaux-de-lifri/lettre-centre-
asie/politique-chinoise-demmanuel-macron-labandon

Date de publication : 14/05/2024

Xi Jinping’s European Friends

The last time Chinese President Xi Jinping visited Europe in 2019
was before the pandemic, the war in Ukraine, and the escalation
in the Middle East. [...]The growing geopolitical rivalry between
the West and China has dramatically eroded trust between the two
sides. [...] After visiting Belgrade, Xi Jinping continued his tour
to Budapest, which is another important spot of China’s footprint
in Europe. The two capital cities will soon be connected by a high-
speed railway, a crucial component of the BRI. It is expected to
be part of a more extensive infrastructure network that will
connect the core of Europe to Greece’s Port of Piracus, owned by
the Chinese state-owned company Cosco. [...] Transport is a

revealing aspect of China-Hungary relations.
https://www.ispionline.it/en/publication/xi-jinpings-european-friends-
173391

Date de publication : 10/05/2024

What Is Behind Serbia And China's ‘Ironclad Friendship'?

“Serbia has demonstrated once again that China, not Russia, is its
most important partner in the East at the moment, especially with
Russian-Serbian ties under constant scrutiny because of Ukraine,”
Vuk Vuksanovic, a senior researcher at the Belgrade Center for
Security Policy, told RFE/RL’s Balkan Service. [...]Vuksanovic
and other political observers in the region say Xi’s visit will
remind Russia, the West, and the rest of the world that Belgrade is
keeping its trade and diplomatic options open, even as it continues

to pursue EU membership.
https://www.rferl.org/a/serbia-xi-visit-china-relations-vucic-
russia/32936674.html

Date de publication : 07/05/2024

Xi in France: What Is There to Celebrate?

With the 60th anniversary of diplomatic relations looming,
Chinese President Xi Jinping will be welcomed in Paris — and in
the Pyrenees [...] Xi’s trip comes just weeks after Olaf Scholz[...]
paid a visit to China. [...] Scholz focused more on the economy
than on the complex strategic issues stemming from a China that
is increasingly aggressive in its region.. [...] On the European
side, the division of Europe, including on the Ukrainian issue, also
allows China to demonstrate that it still has allies there despite the
deterioration of its image across the continent. This is how the
visits to Hungary and Serbia, after the French celebrations, should

be understood.
https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/xi-in-france-what-is-there-to-celebrate/
Date de publication : 04/05/2024

4 AMERIQUES : Un F-16 américain assisté par
Uintelligence artificielle effectue un vol
d’entrainement au combat

In F-16 Dogfight, Al and Human Pilots Are ‘Roughly an Even
Fight,” Says Kendall

Kendall’s enthusiasm for Al, or automation, dates back to a
classified book he wrote for the Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency between stints in the Obama and Biden
administrations, he said. In the book, he sought to envision the
future of warfare across different domains and kept returning to

the theme of automation.
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/kendall-ai-piloted-flight-embrace-
autonomy/

Date de publication : 08/05/2024

Al-powered F-16 impresses ride-along SECAF in dogfight

Computers “don't get tired. They don't get scared. They're
relentless. It's easy to see a situation where they're going to be able
to do this job, generally speaking, better than humans can do. They
also can handle large amounts of data,” Kendall said Wednesday
during an Al and national security conference hosted by the

Special Competitive Studies Project.
https://www.defenseone.com/technology/2024/05/ai-powered-f-16-
impresses-ride-along-secaf-dogfight/396418/

Date de publication : 08/05/2024

US Air Force leader takes Al-controlled fighter jet ride in test vs
human pilot

With the midday sun blazing, an experimental orange and white
F-16 fighter jet launched with a familiar roar that is a hallmark of
U.S. airpower. But the aerial combat that followed was unlike any
other: This F-16 was controlled by artificial intelligence, not a
human pilot. And riding in the front seat was Air Force Secretary
Frank Kendall.

https://www.voanews.com/a/air-force-leader-takes-ai-controlled-fighter-
jet-ride-in-test-vs-human-pilot-/7597733.html
Date de publication : 05/05/2024

4 EURASIE : Nomination d’un nouveau ministre
de la Défense en Russie, Andrei Belousov

Remaniement ministériel en Russie : quelles offensives en
préparation ?

La décision la plus commentée est le remplacement du ministre de
la Défense, Sergei Shoigu (le limogeage écrivent certains) par un
économiste, Andrei Belousov, ancien vice-premier ministre...
Sergei Shoigu est lui nommé secrétaire général du conseil de
sécurité de la Russie... Il parait donc imprudent de voir dans la
nomination de Sergei Shoigu un « limogeage ». Il faut plutdt y
voir un renforcement des lignes stratégiques mises en place par la
Russie pour atteindre ses buts politiques : contester « 1’ordre
mondial selon les régles américaines » et un renforcement dans la
conduite des axes d’action. Lignes d’opération qui sont : la guerre,
devenue routine, de « I’opération militaire spéciale » confiée au
chef d’état-major Gerasimov ; la consolidation de la puissance
militaire confiée au ministre de la Défense Belousov, avec des
objectifs de quantité et de qualité pour affronter d’autres défis ; le
tricotage de la politique internationale de déstabilisation confié au
tandem Shoigu-Medvedev. Serguei Lavrov poursuivant son

travail de consolidation des alliances.
https://www.iris-france.org/186219-remaniement-ministeriel-en-russie-
quelles-offensives-en-preparation/

Date de publication : 14/05/2024

Andrei Belousov: The Economist in Charge of Russia’s Army

An economist and technocrat with no military background,
Russia's new Defense Minister Andrei Belousov has been tasked
with deploying his number-crunching skills and bureaucratic
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oversight to secure Russian victory against Ukraine. Belousov has
been one of President VVladimir Putin's most trusted and influential
advisers and is widely seen as his point man on all things related
to the domestic economy. His move to the Defense Ministry
signals a shift in the Kremlin's understanding of the current state
of the conflict and of how it can beat Ukraine: by outspending
Kyiv and outlasting the West. "For the West, Belousov's
appointment as defense minister is bad news. It is the development
of the theme of a war of attrition," independent Russian political

analyst Konstantin Kalachev said.
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/05/14/andrei-belousov-the-
economist-in-charge-of-russias-army-a85098

Date de publication : 14/05/2024

Putin Appoints New Defence Minister

Shoigu’s dismissal after 12 years as defence minister was
prompted primarily by the lack of progress in military operations
in Ukraine despite the increasing funding for the armed forces and
partial mobilisation. The resignation was also provoked by the
arrest on 24 April on corruption charges of Deputy Defence
Minister Timur Ivanov, who was considered one of Shoigu’s most
trusted men and responsible for a number of key initiatives such
as construction projects and military procurement... The main
tasks for Belousov will be to integrate the Russian arms industry
with other sectors of the economy, to structure the funds allocated
to the army and armaments so that they are used in the most
efficient way possible, and to implement the innovations needed
on the battlefield.
https://www.pism.pl/publications/putin-appoints-new-defence-minister
Date de publication : 13/05/2024

Putin replaces defense minister at key moment in the Ukraine
war

Over the weekend, President Vladimir Putin replaced Shoigu —
the 68-year-old was the longest serving member of his Cabinet —
in a rare Kremlin shake-up that took place even as a Russian
offensive in northeastern Ukraine was making gains... Putting
Belousov in charge of the Defence Ministry was seen as a way to
tighten control over military spending and put the burgeoning
defense sector in sync with the rest of the economy, hit hard by
Western sanctions... “This effort sets conditions for a fuller
economic mobilization, suggesting that the Kremlin continues to
prepare for a protracted war in Ukraine,” it said... Alexandra
Prokopenko of the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center also sees
Belousov’s appointment as a sign the Kremlin envisions a long
war. “Putin’s priority is war; war of attrition is won by
economics,” she wrote. “Belousov is in favor of stimulating
demand from the budget, which means that military spending will
at least not decrease but rather increase.”
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2024/05/13/putin-replaces-
defense-minister-at-key-moment-in-the-ukraine-war/

Date de publication : 13/05/2024

4 ASIE — OCEANIE : Début des essais en mer du
troisieme porte-avions chinois, le premier équipé
d’un systéeme de catapultage

China's 3rd aircraft carrier completes maiden sea trials, 'to
greatly empower PLA Navy'

At a time when China is facing challenging maritime and aerial
security environments, and when the global security environment
as a whole is deteriorating, the aircraft carrier Fujian is expected
to play important roles in safeguarding national sovereignty,
security, and development interests, and it will contribute to peace
and stability in the region... The Fujian's combat capability is
significantly increased compared with the Liaoning and the
Shandong, and it is considered the world's most advanced

conventionally powered aircraft carrier... These new aircraft,
particularly the J-35 and the KJ-600, will enable the Fujian and its
air wings to engage in the most high-end modern warfare, fully
capable of rivaling their foreign counterparts, experts said.
Another important aspect is that with the Fujian, the PLA Navy
will have three operational aircraft carriers, allowing it to have at
least one always in active deployment, with the other two in
training or under maintenance... A fourth Chinese aircraft carrier
will be unveiled soon and answer the question as to whether it will

be nuclear-powered.
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202405/1311875.shtml
Date de publication : 08/05/2024

China’s 3rd Aircraft Carrier, the Fujian, Begins Its Maiden Sea
Trial

China’s third and newest aircraft carrier, the Fujian, has begun its
maiden sea trials, Chinese official media said, as Beijing strives to
boost its anti-access/area denial capabilities against the United
States’ forces around the disputed South and East China Seas and
Taiwan Strait. The Fujian is China’s largest warship to date...
Specifically, it is equipped with the so-called CATOBAR
(Catapult Assisted Take-Off But Arrested Recovery) system,
whereby planes are launched by catapults and recovered by
arrestor wires. This not only enables the Fujian to launch more
fighter-bombers at one time, but also allows fighter jets to carry
much heavier loads than the alternative short takeoff systems used
by most of the navies operating aircraft carriers... The Pentagon
expects the Fujian to be commissioned in 2024. Meanwhile,
Taiwan’s Ministry of National Defense predicts that the Fujian
will enter service in 2025 after completing navigation tests.
https://thediplomat.com/2024/05/chinas-3rd-aircraft-carrier-the-fujian-
begins-its-maiden-sea-trial/

Date de publication : 02/05/2024

China’s New Aircraft Carrier Heads to Sea for First Trials

Called one of the most important elements of China’s naval plans, state
media is boasting, “It will be the largest and mightiest warship any
Asian nation has ever built, as well as the world’s biggest non-
American aircraft carrier”... They report it will be around 80,000
tons (displacement) which means it will compare in size to the
U.S.’s 10 Nimitz-class ships, but significantly smaller than the
U.S.’s new Ford-class carriers. The Gerald R. Ford is
approximately 100,000 tons... The new carrier is a major
achievement for Chinese shipbuilding and a significant
advancement from the first Chinese-built carrier Shandong which
was commissioned at the end of 2019... Fujian is being built by
China State Shipbuilding's Jiangnan Shipyard... While Chinese
media is highlighting that the Fujian is much larger and more
capable than China’s first two carriers, analysts point out that it
still lacks the capabilities of the U.S.’s nuclear-powered fleet. The
Fujian is believed to be conventionally powered and expected to
have a complement of 60 aircraft compared to the 75 or more on

U.S. carriers.
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/china-s-new-aircraft-carrier-
heads-to-sea-for-first-trials

Date de publication : 01/05/2024

China's newest aircraft carrier begins first sea trials

In an annual report last year, Taiwan’s Defense Ministry said that
the Fujian will bolster China's ability to encircle the island,
potentially delaying or preventing the U.S. military and its allies
from approaching to help Taipei defend itself in the event of a
Chinese invasion. But Chinese aircraft carriers still face a number
of challenges, with observers noting that a significant gap remains
between the level of sailors' training and combat requirements. “In
a combat situation involving opposing U.S. naval and air forces,
Chinese aircraft carriers would be highly vulnerable,” the U.S.
Congressional Research Service said in a January report. Rather,
the Fujian and two other carriers “could be particularly valuable
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to China for projecting an image of China as a major world
power,” since they “are viewed by many as symbols of major
world power status,” the report added.
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2024/05/01/asia-pacific/china-fujian-
aircraft-carrier-sea-trials/

Date de publication : 01/05/2024

4 AFRIQUE : Le général Mahamat Idriss Déby
remporte |’élection présidentielle tchadienne

Tchad : Mahamat Déby déclaré vainqueur de 1’élection
présidentielle

Le général Mahamat Idriss Déby Itno a été proclamé vainqueur de
I’¢lection présidentielle jeudi, trois ans apres avoir pris les rénes
du pays a la téte d’une junte militaire. Cependant, son Premier
ministre Succes Masra, qui a été battu, conteste cette victoire...
Des le début de son mandat, Mahamat Déby a été soutenu par la
communauté internationale, en particulier la France, qui avait
condamné d’autres coups d’Etat en Afrique. Actuellement prés
d’un millier de militaires francais sont stationnés au Tchad, un
pays considéré comme crucial dans la lutte contre le terrorisme

dans la région du Sahel.
https://sahel-intelligence.com/34096-tchad-mahamat-deby-declare-
vainqueur-de-lelection-presidentielle.htm|

Date de publication : 10/05/2024

L'enjeu géopolitique de la présidentielle au Tchad

L’¢lection présidentielle au Tchad est suivie particuliérement par
les pays voisins ainsi que les principaux partenaires stratégiques
du pays. Depuis plusieurs décennies, le Tchad accueille un
nombre important de réfugiés dont plus d'un million en
provenance du Soudan. Le pays accueille également I'une des plus
anciennes bases militaires étrangéres en Afrique, la base francaise.
En outre, le Tchad aurait I’intention de se rapprocher de la
Russie... Pour UIf Lessing, expert et spécialiste de la région du
Sahel & la fondation allemande Konrad Adenauer, le Tchad reste
un élément clé du dispositif sécuritaire de I'Afrique centrale. "Les
Etats-Unis et la France voient toujours le Tchad comme un pays
essentiel pour stabiliser I'Afrique centrale. Je ne crois pas que le
Tchad va se tourner vers la Russie. Mais le Tchad souhaite aussi
diversifier ses partenaires".
https://www.dw.com/fr/tchad-presidentielle-enjeux-geopolitique/a-
69021495

Date de publication : 07/05/2024

Chad: Averting the Risk of Post-transition Instability

Beyond its democratic significance, this election marks the end of
the political transition that began in April 2021, just after the elder
Déby’s death. Fearing a power vacuum, a group of generals
appointed one of his sons, Mahamat, who was 37 at the time, to
head a Transitional Military Council... Mahamat Déby has
focused on security, looking to ensure that rebel movements
cannot use neighbouring countries as rear bases. He has
strengthened links with President Faustin-Archange Touadéra in
the Central African Republic and with Field Marshal Khalifa
Haftar in Libya... Déby has also positioned himself on the
regional chessboard by preserving his relationship with France
while opening the door to new security and economic partnerships
with the United Arab Emirates, Hungary and, more recently,
Russia... In addition, social and communal tensions remain high
in Chad... The struggle among world powers for influence in the
Sahel is both an asset and a risk for Chad... Chad’s future beyond
the 6 May election will depend on the measures taken to address
these threats.
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/chad/tchad-prevenir-
les-risques-dinstabilite-apres-la-transition

Date de publication : 03/05/2024

High Stakes, Scant Competition as Chad’s Mahamat Deby Seeks
Legitimacy

The protests and arbitrary detentions were roundly condemned,
but this did not reduce Chad’s support from the West. With drastic
diplomatic and security setbacks in the Sahel—especially as
Russia expands its foothold in neighboring Mali, Burkina Faso,
and Niger—Chad is one of the remaining few bastions for
Western-led military intervention, particularly from France and
the United States... The confluence of interests in Chad, its
precarious position within active conflict zones and key migratory
routes, and heightening global power competition in the country
and among immediate neighbors will overflow Mahamat’s in-tray.
Chad’s election is also the first among countries in West and
central Africa that have fallen under military rule since 2020 and
sets a precedent for junta leaders set on retaining political control
amid calls to relinquish power.
https://www.csis.org/analysis/high-stakes-scant-competition-chads-

mahamat-deby-seeks-legitimacy
Date de publication : 02/05/2024

4 MOYEN-ORIENT : Intervention israélienne a

Rafah

Israeli-Egyptian tensions rise over closed Rafah crossing

Foreign Minister Israel Katz had spoken with his German and
British counterparts, urging them to pressure Egypt to allow trucks
with humanitarian aid to pass into Gaza. [...] “The world places
the responsibility for the humanitarian situation on Israel, but the
key to preventing a humanitarian crisis in Gaza is now in the hands
of our Egyptian friends,” he said. [...] Egyptian Foreign Minister
Sameh Shoukry pushed back at Israel. His office, in a sharply
worded statement, stressed that it “strongly denounced the
desperate attempts of the Israeli side to hold Egypt responsible for
the unprecedented humanitarian crisis witnessed in the Gaza Strip,
which is a direct result of indiscriminate Israeli atrocities
committed against the Palestinians for more than seven months.”
His office accused Israel of distorting facts and avoiding
responsibility.

https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-801109

Date de publication : 14/05/2024

More strains in US-Israel ties after cease-fire talks fail and Rafah
military operations start

Gaps between the United States and Israel widened as month-long
efforts to secure a cease-fire and hostage release came up empty
and Israel stepped up its military campaign in southern Gaza. [...]
These moves prompted an angry and defiant response from Prime
Minister Netanyahu, who said his country would “fight with [its]
fingernails” if forced to stand alone. The shifts in the Biden
administration to highlight Washington’s growing concerns about
the lack of protections for civilians in Gaza and the worsening
humanitarian crisis also prompted a strong backlash from the
Republican Party less than six months before the 2024 election.
Israel has ordered evacuations in Rafah, prompting hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians to flee, many of whom had already fled
other parts of the Gaza Strip. Israel also stepped up military

operations in Rafah as well as in northern Gaza.
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Israel takes control of Rafah crossing, Gaza’s lifeline: What’s
going on?

The Gaza Strip is now sealed off from the rest of the region.
Shipments of crucial aid supplies to Gaza through the Rafah
border crossing have been halted, despite the UN warning of a
looming famine.Gaza’s southern border with Egypt has been the
main lifeline for the delivery of humanitarian aid and the only exit
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point for injured people and foreign passport holders. [...] The
Israeli military has also closed the Karem Abu Salem (Kerem
Shalom) crossing in southern Isracl on Tuesday for “security

reasons” and said it would reopen once the situation allows.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/5/7/israel-takes-control-of-rafah-
crossing-gazas-lifeline-whats-going-on
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Israel army says in 'operational control' of Gaza side of Rafah
crossing

The lsraeli army said it took "operational control” of the
Palestinian side of the Rafah border crossing between Gaza and
Egypt on Tuesday and that troops were scanning the area. [...] "
We have operational control over the Gazan side of Rafah
crossing, and we have special forces scanning the area to find
additional terror infrastructure or terrorists,” the military said.
"The operation is not over yet. It's ongoing."The military said
ground troops were carrying out an operation in eastern
Rafah.[...]"A vast amount of the organisation and the people in
the area within (which) we gave the evacuation notice yesterday

(Monday) moved to a safer zone," the military said.
https://www.rfi.fr/en/international-news/20240507-israel-army-says-in-
operational-control-of-gaza-side-of-rafah-crossing
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