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FAITS MARQUANTS

A4 EUROPE : Accord de coopération entre
I’Agence européenne de défense et le ministere
de la Défense américain

DoD and European Defence Agency sign cooperation pact in
support of shared military interests

The US Department of Defense (DoD) and the European Defence
Agency (EDA) this week reached a new agreement designed to
provide a framework for transatlantic cooperation on shared
defense issues covering supply chains, military mobility, climate
change and information exchange. [..] The AA specifically opens
the way for the DoD to participate in “relevant” meetings of the
EDA’s Steering Board, while EDA members can also attend DoD
meetings. Additionally, the AA allows US participation in the
open session of the European Defence Standardisation Committee
(EDSC), according to the EDA. “The arrangement confirms the
value of a transatlantic partnership in security and defense to
confront shared security challenges, and the importance of a
stronger and more capable European defence that is
complementary to and interoperable with NATO,” said the EDA

in a statement.
https://breakingdefense.com/2023/04/dod-and-european-defence-agency-
sign-cooperation-pact-in-support-of-shared-military-interests/

Date de publication : 28/04/2023

Q&A administrative arrangement between EDA and the U.S.
department of defense

In the EU-U.S. 2021 Summit Statement, leaders committed to
work towards an Administrative Arrangement for the United
States with the European Defence Agency (EDA). Discussions
were launched shortly after EDA received a negotiation mandate
by its Ministerial Steering Board in November 2021. Over the past
year, several rounds of negotiations have taken place in Brussels
and Washington tobring a final text for signature. [...] EDA has
so far concluded Administrative Arrangements with four third
countries (Switzerland, Norway, Serbia and Ukraine) as well as
with two organisations, the Organisation for Joint Armament Co-
operation (OCCAR) and the European Space Agency (ESA).

https://eda.europa.eu/docs/default-source/documents/q-a-administrative-
arrangement-26-april-2023.pdf
Date de publication : 27/04/2023

DoD Signs New Administrative Arrangement With European
Defence Agency

U.S. Secretary of Defense, Lloyd Austin said: "The signature of
the Administrative Arrangement with EDA is evidence of the
strengthening U.S.-European Union relationship. DoD and
EDA's dedicated dialogue and engagement will further contribute
to transatlantic and global security. Russia's aggression against
Ukraine underlines the importance of strong U.S.-European ties in
NATO and with the European Union. Deepening dialogue and
cooperation will only strengthen this key strategic partnership

moving forward."
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3373635/dod-
signs-new-administrative-arrangement-with-european-defence-agency/

Date de publication : 26/04/2023

4 AMERIQUES : Les Etats-Unis renforcent leur
parapluie nucléaire en Corée du sud

Why Biden and Yoon’s Agreement Is a Big Deal

This is not because Seoul is incapable of developing its own
nuclear weapons. Seven decades on, nuclear weapons are not
exactly a frontier technology. Intelligence estimates indicate that
North Korea, one of the world’s poorest countries, could have an

arsenal of 40 nuclear weapons and a stockpile of fissile material
from which it could make an additional hundred.
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/04/27/biden-yoon-summit-nuclear-
nonproliferation-us-south-korea/

Date de publication : 27/04/2023

The Washington Declaration: Expanding the Nuclear Dimension
of the U.S.-South Korean Alliance Response

The combination of North Korean threats of preemptive attack
using tactical nuclear weapons and its ongoing expansion of
missile capabilities have heightened a sense of vulnerability
among South Koreans around its dependence on the United States
for defense and retaliation against possible North Korean nuclear
use. In response, Presidents Biden and Yoon have issued the

Washington Declaration.
https://www.cfr.org/blog/washington-declaration-expanding-nuclear-
dimension-us-south-korean-alliance-response

Date de publication : 27/04/2023

Washington Declaration

The ROK has full confidence in U.S. extended deterrence
commitments and recognizes the importance, necessity, and
benefit of its enduring reliance on the U.S. nuclear deterrent. The
United States commits to make every effort to consult with the
ROK on any possible nuclear weapons employment on the Korean
Peninsula, consistent with the U.S. Nuclear Posture Review’s
declaratory policy, and the Alliance will maintain robust

communication infrastructure to facilitate these consultations.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-
releases/2023/04/26/washington-declaration-2/

Date de publication : 26/04/2023

4 EURASIE : Premier entretien officiel entre V.
Zelensky et Xi Jinping depuis le début du conflit
russo-ukrainien

What Can be Learned From the Xi-Zelenskyy Call?

On a positive note, Zelenskyy wrote that he and Xi had a
meaningful conversation, the first time since the beginning of the
war... Therefore, the very fact that the talk occurred is more
important than its content. From the very beginning of Putin’s
invasion of Ukraine in 2022, China’s position was officially
neutral and balanced, but was in fact purely pro-Russian... At the
same time, China continues to position itself as a peace-loving
state that does not accept the resolution of political issues by
military means... Another point in this story is how this
conversation was perceived in Moscow... it is safe to assume that
the very fact of such a direct conversation between Xi and
Zelensky should alert and alarm Putin and his entourage for at
least two reasons. Firstly, the Russian leader cannot be completely
confident that the Chinese are being straightforward with him...
Secondly, the conversation shows that China sees Ukraine as an
independent state, contradicting everything Putin has repeatedly
stated.
https://jamestown.org/program/what-can-be-learned-from-the-xi-

zelenskyy-call/
Date de publication : 30/04/2023

Xi says dialogue only viable way out for Ukraine crisis

Chinese President Xi Jinping said on Wednesday that dialogue
and negotiations are the only viable way out for the Ukraine crisis,
and no one wins a nuclear war. He made the remarks while talking
to his Ukrainian counterpart, Volodymyr Zelensky, over phone...
China did not create the Ukraine crisis, nor is it a party to the crisis,
Xi said, adding that as a permanent member of the UN Security
Council and a responsible major country, China would not sit idly
by, nor would it add oil to the fire, still less exploit the situation
for self gains... Zelensky shared his views on the current state of
the Ukraine crisis, thanked China for providing humanitarian
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assistance to Ukraine, and welcomed China's important role in

restoring peace and seeking diplomatic solution to the crisis.
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202304/1289840.shtm|
Date de publication : 26/04/2023

Xi calls Zelenskyy but doubts remain over China’s peacemaker
credentials

China’s Xi Jinping and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy spoke for over an hour by phone on April 26... In an
expanded statement that appeared to address Xi’s calls for a
“political settlement to the crisis,” Zelenskyy stressed Ukraine’s
rejection of any land-for-peace compromises with the Kremlin...
China’s attempts to position itself as a neutral mediator have
inevitably been undermined by the country’s close relations with
the Kremlin... Both Russia and Ukraine continue to reject talk of
a compromise settlement, with Moscow demanding recognition
for its claims to around 20 % of Ukrainian territory and Ukraine
insisting on the complete deoccupation of the country. Despite
these obstacles, Wednesday’s conversation between Zelenskyy
and Xi is nevertheless noteworthy. The call was a diplomatic
victory for Ukraine and an indication of China’s desire to be seen

as a global force for peace rather than a Russian ally.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/xi-calls-zelenskyy-but-
doubts-remain-over-chinas-peacemaker-credentials/

Date de publication : 26/04/2023

Zelensky holds phone call with China's Xi Jinping

Zelensky tweeted that he hopes the "long and meaningful phone
call" and the appointment of Ukraine's ambassador to China will
"give a powerful impetus” to the development of the countries’
relations. On the same day, Zelensky appointed Pavlo Riabikin,
the former minister of strategic industries, as the new
ambassador... Chinese Foreign Ministry's spokesperson Hua
Chunying also reported the conversation, adding that it had been
initiated by the Ukrainian side... Hua called the Russian
unprovoked full-scale invasion "Ukraine crisis" in line with
China's continued refusal to clearly state and condemn the
aggressor. Earlier, Zelensky repeatedly said he wanted to talk to
China's Xi, inviting him to visit Ukraine days after the Chinese
president traveled to Moscow for a meeting with Russian dictator
Vladimir Putin in late March.
https://kyivindependent.com/zelensky-holds-phone-call-with-chinas-xi-
jinping/

Date de publication : 26/04/2023

4 ASIE — OCEANIE: L’Australie publie sa
nouvelle Defense Strategic Review

A New Defense Review for Australia

Being able to design a force to deter potential adversaries means
Australia needs to be able to project its power to longer distances
against potential adversaries. Missiles are the chosen mechanism
for this, with the USAF B21 bomber being explicitly ruled out...
On the acceleration of disruptive technologies, the news is mainly
good. Not only is their endorsement of significant investment in
long- and medium-range missiles welcomed, the widespread
deployment of autonomous systems also has strong support. But
beyond this, there is also support for advanced capabilities such as
nuclear-propelled submarines, as well as collaboration on
advanced technologies under AUKUS Pillar 2... Enhancing
resilience is an important part of the review. There are
recommendations about increasing Australia’s ability to defend
itself against air, missile, and drone attacks as well as attacks in
the cyber and space domains. At the same time, broader industrial
resilience is an important pillar of the report.
https://www.csis.org/analysis/new-defense-review-australia

Date de publication : 27/04/2023

Australia Has a New Defense Strategic Review

The Defense Strategic Review achieves its ambitious objective of
providing a holistic consideration of Australia’s defense force
structure and posture. The hope is that it does so in a way that does
not contribute to escalation in the region. The keynote of the
review is on deterrence, and particularly on a strategy of denial
through deterrence at a distance. The review promotes a new
doctrine it calls “National Defense”... the doctrine of National
Defense “encompasses the defense of Australia against potential
threats arising from major power competition” through supporting
“the maintenance of a regional balance of power in the Indo-
Pacific.” This is described as being part of “a broader national
strategy of whole-of-government coordinated and focused
statecraft and diplomacy in our region”... Perhaps the most
remarkable aspect of the Defense Strategic Review is that it

openly acknowledges that Defense cannot do it alone.
https://thediplomat.com/2023/04/australia-has-a-new-defense-strategic-
review/

Date de publication : 27/04/2023

Defence review warns Australia is not ready to ward off a major
attacker

Acceptance of the recommendations signals a major restructuring
of ADF capability and operations, including significant changes
in the Army’s role. While it loses some of its planned armoured
force, it takes on a key missile defence role. Key to the changes
across the services will be the urgent development of weapons
such as long range and high-speed missiles and the ability to
manufacture them in Australia. The report said that while
Australia had for many years faced no direct military threat, it’s
strategic circumstances and the risks it faced were now radically
different. ‘Intense China-United States competition is the defining
feature of our region and our time”’... China’s military buildup was
the largest and most ambitious of any country since World War |1
and it was also engaged in strategic competition in Australia’s near
neighbourhood.
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/defence-review-warns-australia-is-not-
ready-to-ward-off-a-major-attacker/

Date de publication : 24/04/2023

L'Australie revoit en profondeur sa doctrine militaire, avec moins
de blindés pour plus de missiles a longue portée

Ce 24 avril, le gouvernement australien a dévoilé une nouvelle
doctrine militaire, censée redéfinir, « pour la premiére fois depuis
35 ans » les missions de la Forces de défense du pays... Ainsi,
estimant que, désormais, I’ Australie n’est plus « aussi protégée par
sa géographie » et ne plus miser sur la « capacité limitée d’autres
nations a projeter leur puissance de combat sur de plus grandes
distances dans les cing domaines [maritime, terrestre, aérien,
spatial et cyber], cette revue stratégique de défense recommande
d’adopter une « stratégie de déni », définie comme « une approche
défensive congue pour empécher un adversaire d’atteindre son
objectif de contraindre un Etat par la force ou la menace de
Iutiliser ».
https://www.opex360.com/2023/04/24/laustralie-revoit-en-profondeur-
sa-doctrine-militaire-avec-moins-de-blindes-pour-plus-de-missiles-a-
longue-portee/

Date de publication : 24/04/2023

4 AFRIQUE : Au Soudan, le général A-F al-Burhan
dissout les RSF paramilitaires « rebelles »

Gold, Arms, and Islam: Understanding the Conflict in Sudan

Since becoming Sudan’s de facto ruler in 2019, al-Burhan has
displayed an inability to rein in the RSF. He has allowed it to
become, as some suggest, a « state-within-a-state »... Al-Burhan
dissolved the RSF on April 17 and labelled it a “rebel”
movement... Sudan is now the third-largest gold producer in



https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202304/1289840.shtml
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/xi-calls-zelenskyy-but-doubts-remain-over-chinas-peacemaker-credentials/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/ukrainealert/xi-calls-zelenskyy-but-doubts-remain-over-chinas-peacemaker-credentials/
https://kyivindependent.com/zelensky-holds-phone-call-with-chinas-xi-jinping/
https://kyivindependent.com/zelensky-holds-phone-call-with-chinas-xi-jinping/
https://www.csis.org/analysis/new-defense-review-australia
https://thediplomat.com/2023/04/australia-has-a-new-defense-strategic-review/
https://thediplomat.com/2023/04/australia-has-a-new-defense-strategic-review/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/defence-review-warns-australia-is-not-ready-to-ward-off-a-major-attacker/
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/defence-review-warns-australia-is-not-ready-to-ward-off-a-major-attacker/
https://www.opex360.com/2023/04/24/laustralie-revoit-en-profondeur-sa-doctrine-militaire-avec-moins-de-blindes-pour-plus-de-missiles-a-longue-portee/
https://www.opex360.com/2023/04/24/laustralie-revoit-en-profondeur-sa-doctrine-militaire-avec-moins-de-blindes-pour-plus-de-missiles-a-longue-portee/
https://www.opex360.com/2023/04/24/laustralie-revoit-en-profondeur-sa-doctrine-militaire-avec-moins-de-blindes-pour-plus-de-missiles-a-longue-portee/

Africa. However, as much as 80 percent of production is smuggled
out of the country, and much of it to Russia... Remote mines
operated by Meroe Gold were guarded by Wagner Group
personnel who were also involved in training the RSF... US
authorities have claimed the Wagner Group is now providing
weapons to the RSF through bases in Libya and the Central
African Republic (CAR). Documents obtained by an anti-
corruption NGO revealed the RSF has its own bank account in
Abu Dhabi that it has used to obtain vehicles suitable for
conversion to machine-gun mounted “technicals”... Fighting is
underway in most parts of Sudan, but is especially intense in
Darfur, which is the home of Hemeti’s power base but also the
source of much of the SAF’s rank-and-file... Hemeti is having
trouble selling his new image as a champion of democracy as he
attempts to portray al-Burhan as the figurehead of a radical
Islamist movement.
https://jamestown.org/program/gold-arms-and-islam-understanding-the-
conflict-in-sudan/

Date de publication : 28/04/2023

Sudan’s military rivals fight to the death over the spoils

The full-scale military warfare in the capital Khartoum and
elsewhere between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and Rapid
Support Forces (RSF) shows just how far the military will go to
cling to power. The SAF is led by General Abdel-Fattah al-
Burhan, and the RSF by General Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo
(known as Hemedti). Burhan is also head and Hemedti deputy of
the Sovereign Council running the country. The RSF evolved out
of the brutal Janjaweed militia that committed so many atrocities
in Darfur... Tensions between Burhan and Hemedti had long been
simmering. The fighting was seemingly precipitated by the
political Framework Agreement (FA) signed by Burhan, Hemedti
and pro-democracy elements led by the mainstream Forces of
Freedom and Change on 5 December 2022... Burhan and Hemedti
signed the agreement but probably never intended to honour it —
both only stood to lose power and the extensive business interests
that went with it if a civilian government took control. The FA was
vague about what should happen to the RSF in the transition, but
Burhan evidently demanded it be absorbed into the SAF in two

years. Hemedti insisted that could only happen in 10.
https://issafrica.org/iss-today/sudans-military-rivals-fight-to-the-death-over-
the-spoils

Date de publication : 21/04/2023

Sudan on the Brink of Civil War

The speed of escalation and scale of the fighting indicate that the
country is now faced with a real prospect of civil war, which could
indefinitely postpone the transit of power to the civilian
government, turning Sudan into one of the hottest spots in the
world for many years to come... It was the new format of the RSF
that played a decisive role in postponing the potential transit of
power in the country... The dual power of the military in Sudan
as well as the actual division of the state into zones and spheres of
influence between Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and Mohamed Hamdan
Dagalo made it impossible for the Sudanese military and security
forces to have a unified political representation... Thus, a
reference is made to Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo’s close ties with
Russia and the UAE, which could be involved in the gold mining
business in Sudan, controlled by the RSF. Also, the RSF
commander is seen by many as Moscow’s main sympathizer in the
issue of establishing a Russian naval base in Sudan.
https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-comments/columns/african-
policy/sudan-on-the-brink-of-civil-war/

Date de publication : 20/04/2023

China urges two sides of Sudan conflict to implement cease-fire,
move forward political transition

The Chinese Foreign Ministry on Sunday urged the two sides of
the Sudan conflict to stop the fighting as soon as possible and work

to move forward the political transition process together, as the
African country is once again engulfed in conflict that has so far
caused dozens of deaths and hundreds of casualties. Experts
believe that as the country has been embroiled in frequent political
turmoil since the 2019 coup, Sudan is more exposed to foreign
interference during each social conflict. However, certain Western
forces should refrain from interfering with domestic affairs of the
country, as deepened political fissures will not only damage
Sudanese people’s lives, but also risk other countries' investments
in the Horn of Africa.
https.//www.globaltimes.cn/page/202304/1289215.shtml

Date de publication : 16/04/2023

A MOYEN-ORIENT : La Turquie et la Syrie
engagent des discussions de normalisation de
leurs relations

Turcs et Syriens engagent des pourparlers de normalisation sous
médiation russe

La Turquie et la Syrie ont mené mardi a Moscou une nouvelle
session de pourparlers, sous la médiation de la Russie et de I’Iran,
visant a normaliser leurs relations, rompues depuis le début de la
guerre civile syrienne en 2011. [...] Le ministére turc de la
Défense a souligné dans un communiqué [’« atmosphére
constructive » de la rencontre, au cours de laguelle « la question
de D’intensification des efforts pour le retour des réfugiés syriens
sur leurs terres » a été évoquée. Il a confirmé que tous les
participants ont « réaffirmé leur respect de I’intégrité territoriale
de la Syrie ». [...] Le président turc Recep Tayyip Erdogan a lancé
I’idée d’un sommet de la paix avec le dirigeant syrien, mais ce
dernier réclame préalablement le retrait des troupes turques

stationnées dans le nord de la Syrie.
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1335634/turcs-et-syriens-engagent-des-
pourparlers-de-normalisation-sous-mediation-russe.htm/

Date de publication : 27/04/2023

Russia Hosts Talks with Iran, Syria, Turkey

In Damascus, the Syrian defense ministry said in a statement
carried by state media that the "quartet meeting of the defense
ministers” had discussed "the withdrawal of Turkish forces" from
Syria. Erdogan and Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad had amicable
relations in the 2000s after years of tensions between their
countries following the breakup of the Ottoman Empire. But
Syria's civil war, which has left 500,000 people dead and displaced
millions, strained relations between Damascus and Ankara, which
has long supported rebel groups opposed to Assad. [...] With
Russian and Iranian support, Damascus has won back much of the

territory it lost in the early stages of the conflict.
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/04/25/russia-hosts-talks-with-
iran-syria-turkey-a80934

Date de publication : 25/04/2023

Middle East Matters: Back to Normal? The Region Reaches Out
to Assad

Regional efforts to engage with Syrian president Bashar al-Assad
are not new. [...] The Arab League is often a good indicator of
regional unity on particular issues. Readmitting Syria to the league
would require just a simple majority vote, but supporters of
normalization want a unanimous vote instead. In their view, any
dissenting votes would render the decision meaningless; they also
believe a unanimous vote would show the world that a different
path is needed on Syria. [...] These developments are due to
American disengagement from the region, which has left many
Arab countries to deal with their problems on their own—in Saudi
Arabia’s case, through a rapprochement policy.
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