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FAITS MARQUANTS 

 EUROPE : Nouvelles orientations allemandes de la 

politique de défense 

Germany’s new defence-policy guidelines 

On 10 November, German defence minister Boris Pistorius 

released new defence-policy guidelines, Verteidigungspolitische 

Richtlinien 2023 (VPR), for the first time since 2011.[…] The 

VPR aims to reassure allies, especially those on NATO’s eastern 

flank, about Germany’s willingness to play a central role in 

collective defence. Pistorius and the chief of defence, […] The 

Bundeswehr could in the future serve as Europe’s conventional 

pillar of collective defence. But creating a combat-ready, 

deployable and sustainable German fighting force will be difficult. 

It remains unclear whether a sufficient share of parliamentarians, 

bureaucrats and the broader public will go along with a shift in 

Germany’s strategic culture. […]. The VPR cautions that, after 

having ‘neglected the Bundeswehr for decades’, Germany will not 

be able to close capability gaps quickly.  
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/2023/11/germanys-
new-defence-policy-guidelines/  

Date de publication : 14/11/2023 

New Defence Policy Guidelines call for warfighting capability of 

the Bundeswehr 

According to the Guidelines, the core task of the German armed 

forces is national and collective defence. Personnel and equipment 

of the Bundeswehr are determined by this task. Our troops must 

be warfighting-capable to achieve this task, because the threat 

situation in Europe has taken a dramatic turn since Russia’s illegal 

attack on Ukraine. 
https://www.bmvg.de/en/news/new-defence-policy-guidelines-call-for-
warfighting-5702800  

Date de publication : 10/11/2023 

German leadership in NATO matters for peace in Europe 

The Secretary General stressed that Germany’s new Defence 

Policy Guidelines demonstrate its commitment to increased 

defence spending. “We need a strong Bundeswehr, which is ready 

to fight at the heart of the Alliance,” he said, welcoming 

Germany’s clear commitment to invest 2 percent of GDP on 

defence by next year. “This reflects Germany’s responsibility and 

Germany’s leadership,” he added.  
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_220042.htm?selectedLocale=e
n  

Date de publication : 10/11/2023 

 AMÉRIQUES : Premier vol du prototype du 
bombardier stratégique américain B-21 Raider 

The Air Force's B-21 Raider Stealth Bomber Has Taken Its First 

Flight 

The Raider is a subsonic bomber with a crew of two and large 

internal fuel capacity, which would be extended routinely by in-

flight refueling for intercontinental-range missions. The Raider 

was intended to be optionally capable of uncrewed operations as 

a drone, but now, it seems that functionality will be phased in later 

than manned operations (if it ever is). 
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a45806302/air-
force-b-21-raider-stealth-bomber-first-flight/  

Date de publication : 13/11/2023 

Futur bombardier stratégique de l’US Air Force, le B-21 « 

Raider » a effectué son premier vol 

Cela étant, le B-21 « Raider » se démarque de son prédécesseur 

par ses sous-systèmes, sa connectivité et les matériaux, « plus 

résilients », avec lesquels il est construit. En outre, il a été conçu 

– grâce au concours de l’ingénierie numérique – de façon à 

faciliter sa maintenance.  
https://www.opex360.com/2023/11/11/futur-bombardier-strategique-de-
lus-air-force-le-b-21-raider-a-effectue-son-premier-vol/  

Date de publication : 11/11/2023 

B-21 Raider’s First Flight: What We Learned 

The first B-21 is now set to start more rigorous developmental 

flight testing at Edwards and will eventually be joined there by 

other pre-production examples that will form a combined test 

force. Another five of the bombers are in various stages of 

production at Northrop Grumman’s facility within Plant 42.  
https://www.thedrive.com/the-war-zone/b-21-raider-has-flown-for-the-
first-time  

Date de publication : 10/11/2023 

 EURASIE : V. Poutine annule la ratification 
russe du Traité d'Interdiction Complète des Essais 
Nucléaires 

Putin Signs Law Revoking Nuclear Test Ban Treaty  

President Vladimir Putin on Thursday signed into law Russia’s de-

ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 

(CTBT), a landmark agreement that aims to completely ban all 

nuclear tests. The law’s text on Russia’s legal portal states that 

Moscow will no longer be bound by the UN-backed nuclear test 

ban starting Nov. 2. Both Russia and the United States signed the 

treaty in 1996, but while Moscow ratified it in 2000, Washington 

never took the final step of codifying it into law… The Kremlin 

previously denied that it intended to carry out nuclear weapons 

tests if it moved ahead with de-ratification… As Russian 

lawmakers moved through the legal process to de-ratify CTBT in 

recent weeks, news reports said that both Russia and the United 

States were conducting high-explosive tests and nuclear strike 

drills, raising concerns about a new arms race between the two 

countries. 
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2023/11/02/putin-signs-law-revoking-
nuclear-test-ban-treaty-a82972  

Date de publication : 03/11/2023 

Russian formally lifts ban on nuclear weapons testing 

Unlike Russia, the US never ratified the treaty. Still, the US, like 

all other countries except North Korea, has complied with the test 

ban since the 1990s. The treaty itself was adopted in 1996 to curb 

the further development of nuclear weapons. The CTBT 

organization in Vienna operates a global network of measuring 

stations that can detect nuclear tests by means of pressure waves 

and chemical and nuclear traces. Russia wants to continue 

supplying data from its own 32 stations. Russia will only test 

nuclear weapons again when and if the US does the same, Moscow 

said. 
https://warisboring.com/russian-formally-lifts-ban-on-nuclear-weapons-
testing/  

Date de publication : 02/11/2023 

Putin Revokes Russia’s Ratification of Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 

Putin last week oversaw ballistic missile drills in what Defense 

Minister Sergei Shoigu said was practice for a “massive” 

retaliatory nuclear strike against an unnamed enemy. Putin also 

said last month he was “not ready to say” whether Russia would 

carry out live nuclear tests…  Although it never entered into force, 

the agreement was ratified by 178 countries, including nuclear 

powers France and Britain, and has symbolic value. Its backers 

say it established an international norm against live tests of nuclear 

weapons, but critics say the potential of the deal remains 

unrealized without the ratification of major nuclear powers. 
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2023/11/02/russia-nuclear-test-treaty/  

Date de publication : 02/11/2023 
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La Russie a annulé la ratification du Traité d'interdiction 

complète des essais nucléaires  

En la matière, il restait encore le Traité sur l’interdiction complète 

des essais nucléaires [TICEN], ouvert à la signature en septembre 

1996. Mais, désormais, sur les neuf puissances dotées, seuls le 

Royaume-Uni et la France y sont encore parties prenantes… 

Encore récemment, ces deux pays étaient accompagnés par la 

Russie, qui vient d’annuler sa ratification. Pour le chef du 

Kremlin, il s’agit de rétablir une certaine « parité » avec les États-

Unis, lesquels ont signé mais pas ratifié le TICEN. Y compris 

durant la présidence de Barack Obama, qui avait pourtant dit « 

rêver » d’un monde sans armes nucléaires. À noter que la Chine, 

la Corée du Nord […], l’Inde, le Pakistan et Israël n’ont jamais 

ratifié ce texte. 
https://www.opex360.com/2023/11/02/la-russie-a-annule-la-ratification-
du-traite-dinterdiction-complete-des-essais-nucleaires/  

Date de publication : 02/11/2023 

 ASIE — OCÉANIE : Première rencontre 
officielle depuis un an entre les présidents Biden 
et Xi Jinping 

Rencontre Joe Biden – Xi Jinping : vers une stabilisation des 

relations entre les États-Unis et la Chine ? 

Cette rencontre entre les deux dirigeants, la première depuis celle 

de Bali il y a un an, était particulièrement attendue en raison d’un 

contexte international marqué par la multiplication des crises et de 

fortes tensions entre les deux pays. Elle fait suite à la 

multiplication de rencontres entre officiels Américains et Chinois 

au cours des derniers mois, en marge de la reprise des échanges 

diplomatiques depuis le printemps dernier… La compétition entre 

les États-Unis et la Chine est multidimensionnelle. Elle est parfois 

saine, dès lors qu’il s’agit d’enjeux commerciaux... Elle peut aussi 

être délétère, dès lors que les deux pays s’accusent mutuellement 

d’être des puissances révisionnistes qui souhaitent soit modifier le 

système international, soit empêcher une transition de puissance… 

Parmi les points les plus problématiques entre les deux pays figure 

la situation à Taiwan, sur laquelle il est évident que Pékin et 

Washington ne parviendront pas à s’entendre dans le contexte 

actuel. 
https://www.iris-france.org/179987-rencontre-joe-biden-xi-jinping-vers-une-
stabilisation-des-relations-entre-les-etats-unis-et-la-chine/  

Date de publication : 15/11/2023 

China-US San Francisco summit concludes, agreeing on 

enhancing cooperation on AI and resuming military 

communication  

The two sides agreed to promote and strengthen dialogue and 

cooperation in various fields, including establishing an 

intergovernmental dialogue on artificial intelligence, setting up a 

China-US drug control cooperation working group to carry out 

anti-drug cooperation, resuming high-level military-to-military 

communication, China-US defense department working meetings, 

China-US military maritime security consultation mechanism 

meetings based on equality and respect, and conducting China-US 

military regional leaders' conversations… During the meeting, Xi 

pointed out that the world today is undergoing major changes 

unseen in a century, and China and the US have two choices: one 

is to strengthen unity and cooperation, join hands to meet global 

challenges, and promote world security and prosperity. The other 

is to hold a zero-sum mindset, provoke bloc confrontation, and let 

the world head toward turmoil and division. 
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202311/1301935.shtml  

Date de publication : 15/11/2023 

Experts react: What did Biden and Xi’s ‘candid’ meeting 

accomplish?  

While issues concerning the ever more difficult economic 

relations between the United States and China drive the summit 

headlines, China’s military buildup is the biggest elephant in the 

room. Beijing has been relentlessly expanding its military 

capabilities across domains, with the People Liberation Army 

(PLA) Navy, though inferior to the US Navy when it comes to 

capabilities, already numerically bigger than the United States’. 

The PLA is expanding at scale, with China aggressively pursuing 

cutting-edge military and dual-use technologies to reduce the 

qualitative gap with the US military. This rapid shift in relative 

military capabilities continues to destabilize the region, and 

China’s close alliance with Russia raises the risk of Beijing 

gaining access to some of Russia’s advanced military technology. 
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/experts-react-what-
did-biden-and-xis-candid-meeting-accomplish/  

Date de publication : 15/11/2023 

Biden-Xi meeting and the US-China calculus  

Beijing, meanwhile, has been upping the ante on the Taiwan issue 

and the South China Sea, challenging the US and its close allies. 

The restrictions imposed by the Biden Administration on the 

export of advanced technology to China are viewed by Beijing as 

explicit measures being taken to contain China’s rise, especially 

when the Chinese economy is under stress. So, Beijing too seems 

to have an incentive to seek some stabilisation in its ties with the 

US… Japan and South Korea have also agreed to revive three-way 

talks with China after a four-year hiatus. Clearly, these nations are 

trying to find a new balance in their ties with China as the regional 

and global order undergoes a systemic transformation. For New 

Delhi too, the stakes are high in this re-ordering of the regional 

matrix. The India-US 2+2 dialogue last week has underlined the 

organic strength of this engagement, which aims towards 

“building a forward-looking partnership while we (India and the 

US) construct a shared global agenda”. Given the criticality of this 

partnership for ensuring a free, open and rules-based Indo-Pacific 

region, India will be keenly watching the Biden-Xi meeting. 
https://www.orfonline.org/research/biden-xi-meeting-and-the-us-china-
calculus/  

Date de publication : 14/11/2023 

 AFRIQUE : Réunion entre les ministres de la 
défense burkinabé et russe à Moscou 

Russia, Burkina Faso discuss military cooperation  

Le ministre russe de la Défense Sergueï Choïgu et son homologue 

burkinabé Kassoum Coulibaly se sont rencontrés mardi et ont 

convenu de renforcer les liens en matière de défense, a annoncé 

Moscou… La Russie, de plus en plus isolée depuis son offensive 

en Ukraine, a discuté ces derniers mois d’une plus grande 

coopération militaire avec le Burkina Faso… La réunion a abordé 

« les domaines de coopération (qui) concernent en priorité le 

domaine militaire, notamment la formation des élèves-officiers et 

officiers burkinabè à tous les niveaux, y compris les pilotes en 

Russie »… Les relations entre ce pays d'Afrique de l'Ouest dirigé 

par la junte et Moscou sont sous le feu des projecteurs depuis qu'il 

a expulsé les troupes françaises en février, alimentant les 

spéculations selon lesquelles il renforcerait les liens de sécurité 

avec la Russie, comme le Mali voisin, où opèrent les mercenaires 

russes de Wagner. 
https://www.military.africa/2023/11/russia-burkina-faso-discuss-military-
cooperation/  

Date de publication : 13/11/2023 

Russie : coopération militaire avec le Burkina Faso 

Conformément aux accords conclus par les présidents des deux 

pays, Vladimir Poutine et Ibrahim Traoré, lors du sommet Russie-

Afrique en juillet dernier… La réunion a porté sur des questions 

liées à la coopération militaire bilatérale. Les chefs des 

https://www.opex360.com/2023/11/02/la-russie-a-annule-la-ratification-du-traite-dinterdiction-complete-des-essais-nucleaires/
https://www.opex360.com/2023/11/02/la-russie-a-annule-la-ratification-du-traite-dinterdiction-complete-des-essais-nucleaires/
https://www.iris-france.org/179987-rencontre-joe-biden-xi-jinping-vers-une-stabilisation-des-relations-entre-les-etats-unis-et-la-chine/
https://www.iris-france.org/179987-rencontre-joe-biden-xi-jinping-vers-une-stabilisation-des-relations-entre-les-etats-unis-et-la-chine/
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202311/1301935.shtml
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/experts-react-what-did-biden-and-xis-candid-meeting-accomplish/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/experts-react-what-did-biden-and-xis-candid-meeting-accomplish/
https://www.orfonline.org/research/biden-xi-meeting-and-the-us-china-calculus/
https://www.orfonline.org/research/biden-xi-meeting-and-the-us-china-calculus/
https://www.military.africa/2023/11/russia-burkina-faso-discuss-military-cooperation/
https://www.military.africa/2023/11/russia-burkina-faso-discuss-military-cooperation/
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départements militaires ont convenu de renforcer et d’élargir les 

liens entre la Russie et le Burkina Faso dans le domaine de la 

défense, a indiqué le ministère de la Défense russe dans un 

communiqué… Ces derniers mois, la Russie a plaidé en faveur 

d’une plus grande coopération militaire avec le Burkina Faso, qui 

lutte contre les groupes jihadistes sur son territoire, en plus de 

promettre des livraisons de céréales à l’un des pays les plus 

pauvres du monde. 
https://sahel-intelligence.com/32416-russie-cooperation-militaire-avec-le-
burkina-faso.html  

Date de publication : 08/11/2023 

Defense Ministers of Russia, Burkina Discuss Military 

Cooperation 

Burkina’s military rulers have deepened cooperation with 

Moscow as the country looks to diversify its international allies 

following a coup last year… Burkina Faso last year experienced 

two military coups — both triggered in part by discontent at 

failures to stem a raging jihadist insurgency. Since coming to 

power in September 2022, the ruling junta has distanced itself 

from France, its historic partner and former colonial power, and 

moved closer to Russia. In October, Burkina Faso signed a deal 

with Russia for the construction of a nuclear power plant to 

increase the energy supply to the Sahel country where less than a 

quarter of the population has access to electricity. 
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2023/11/08/russia-burkina-military-
cooperation/  

Date de publication : 08/11/2023 

 MOYEN-ORIENT : Sommet conjoint de la Ligue 
arabe et de l'Organisation de la coopération 
islamique (OCI) à Riyad 

Arab and Muslim Leaders Put Limited Influence and Differences 

On Display  

It took Arab and Muslim leaders 35 days of war to call an 

“emergency” meeting to discuss Israel’s assault on Gaza. Their 

limited ability to influence developments was on public display 

when they finally gathered this weekend in Saudi Arabia’s capital 

Riyadh.[…] Arab and Muslim leaders are increasingly squeezed 

by mounting public anger at the Israeli assault. They have limited 

options as they struggle to prevent Gaza from shifting the 

paradigm on which they have built their survival strategies. 

Pushing the United States to forcefully call a halt to Israel’s 

indiscriminate bombing, ensuring access to humanitarian 

personnel and goods, and achieving a release of hostages are a sine 

qua non. 
https://www.theglobalist.com/arab-and-muslim-leaders-put-limited-
influence-and-differences-on-display/  

Date de publication : 15/11/2023 

Les dirigeants de pays arabes et musulmans condamnent Israël, 

divergent sur une réponse  

Les dirigeants de pays arabes et musulmans ont condamné samedi 

les actions « barbares » des forces israéliennes à Gaza, mais se 

sont abstenus d'énoncer des mesures économiques et politiques 

punitives à l'encontre d'Israël, en guerre contre le Hamas dans la 

bande de Gaza. Les résultats du sommet conjoint de la Ligue arabe 

et de l'Organisation de la coopération islamique (OCI) à Riyad ont 

mis en évidence les divisions régionales quant à la manière de 

réagir au conflit, sur fond de craintes d'un embrasement dans la 

région 
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1356984/les-dirigeants-arabes-et-
musulmans-a-ryad-pour-reclamer-larret-des-violences-a-gaza-papier-
general.html  

Date de publication : 11/11/2023 

Réunis à Riyad, les dirigeants de pays arabes et musulmans 

condamnent l'intervention d'Israël à Gaza 

Le communiqué final du sommet a rejeté les arguments d'Israël 

selon lesquels ce pays agit en état de « légitime défense » et a 

exigé que le Conseil de sécurité de l'ONU adopte une résolution 

« contraignante » pour mettre fin à « l'agression » israélienne. […] 

Le communiqué ordonne aussi « l’imposition » de l’entrée de 

l’aide humanitaire, nourriture, médicaments et carburant à Gaza 

[…]. En d’autres termes, l’entrée, même par la force, de l’aide à 

Gaza. Une formule très forte qui reflète le mécontentement des 

gouvernements des pays arabo-musulmans. 
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/moyen-orient/20231111-r%C3%A9unis-%C3%A0-
riyad-les-dirigeants-de-pays-arabes-et-musulmans-condamnent-l-
intervention-d-isra%C3%ABl-%C3%A0-gaza  

Date de publication : 11/11/2023 

FIL D’ACTUALITÉS  

 EUROPE 

FRANCE : politique de sécurité et de défense 
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growing-if-slowly  

Date de publication : 15/11/2023 

Colombia to cut arms purchases from Western nations that 

support Israel 
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RUSSIE : politique de sécurité et de défense 
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Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, November 15, 2023 
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Blinken warns Moscow against transferring military technology 

to North Korea 
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Une corvette russe a été sérieusement endommagée par des 

missiles SCALP peu avant son admission au service  
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