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FAITS MARQUANTS

4 EUROPE: La Transnistrie demande la
« protection » de la Russie.

Moscow Using Transnistria and Gagauzia to Pressure Moldova,
Ukraine, and the West

Moscow has long exploited its influence in Transnistria and
Gagauzia to pressure Moldova not to turn away from Russia and
join Western institutions such as the European Union. The
Kremlin is once again using these restive Moldovan regions by
raising the specter that Moscow might recognize or even annex
Transnistria and establish a land bridge with southwestern
Ukraine. Russian propaganda in Transnistria and Gagauzia seeks
to highlight the West’s inability to respond effectively—a signal
intended for other countries in the region.
https://jamestown.org/program/moscow-using-transnistria-and-gagauzia-

to-pressure-moldova-ukraine-and-the-west/
Date de publication : 29/02/2024

La Transdniestrie veut la protection du parrain russe

Que le président frangais Emmanuel Macron ait suggéré, lundi, de
défendre les pays menacés par la Russie, dont la Moldavie, n’a
guere ému les députes separatistes de Transdniestrie. Mercredi,
alors que la présidente moldave Maia Sandu assistait au Sommet
de la paix de Tirana (Albanie), les députés de la région séparatiste
prorusse ont officiellement demandé a la Russie une "protection”
contre les "pressions croissantes” de la Moldavie. [...] La
Transdniestrie, qui est déja une épine dans le flanc sud-ouest de
I’Ukraine, risque de devenir, a trés court terme, le détonateur d’un
nouveau conflit dans I’est de I’Europe.Ce n’est la premicre fois
qu’un tel congres des sécessionnistes a lieu. En 2006, les députés
séparatistes avaient alors décidé d’organiser un référendum sur
une intégration & la Russie

https://lignesdedefense.blogs.ouest-
france.fr/archive/2024/02/29/1a%C2%A0transdniestrie-veut-la-protection-

du-parrain-russe-24462.html|
Date de publication : 29/02/2024

Moldavie : Les séparatistes de Transnistrie demandent la

« protection » de la Russie

Malgré une opinion publique traversée par un important sentiment
pro-russe, la Moldavie a noué des relations avec 1’Otan et obtenu
le statut de pays candidat a I’Union européenne [UE].
Evidemment, une telle politique n’est pas au godt de Moscou...
[...] Ce 28 février, réuni en congres [une premicre depuis dix-huit
ans], les députés de la république moldave du Dniestr ont
probablement fait un premier pas vers un rattachement a la Russie.
Ainsi, via une résolution, ils ont appelé Moscou a « mettre en
ccuvre des mesures pour protéger la Transnistrie dans des
conditions de pression accrue de la part de la Moldavie ». En
outre, elles ont également demandé a 1’Organisation pour la
sécurité et la coopération en Europe [OSCE], a ’ONU et a ’'UE
une « protection contre les abus de Chisinau ».
https://www.opex360.com/2024/02/28/moldavie-les-separatistes-de-

transnistrie-demandent-la-protection-de-la-russie/
Date de publication : 28/02/2024

Moldavie : la Transnistrie va-t-elle demander son rattachement a
la Russie ?

Si le gouvernement moldave a assuré qu’a I’heure actuelle « les
choses semblent calmes », le Premier ministre polonais Donald
Tusk a estimé de son coté que les tensions en Transnistrie étaient
« dangereuses » pour la région et 1’Ukraine.[...] L’annonce de ce
congrés exceptionnel fait suite a la décision de Chisinau d’étendre
les droits de douane aux agents économiques transnistriens et de
taxer leurs importations et exportations, ce qui a enragé
Tiraspol.[...] Jusqu’a maintenant, la Transnistrie s’est tenue a

’écart des plans du Kremlin en Ukraine et en Moldavie, deuxieme
pays en ligne de mire de VIadimir Poutine[...] Mais depuis 2023,
Chisindu se montre de plus en plus proactif vis-a-vis de sa région
séparatiste, avec en ligne de mire sa réintégration pacifique au
pays.
https://www.courrierdesbalkans.fr/Moldavie-la-Transnistrie-va-t-elle-
demander-son-rattachement-a-la-Russie

Date de publication : 28/02/2024 ACCES RESERVE

4 AMERIQUES : La Colombie décide de cesser ses
achats d’armement a Israél a cause de la
situation humanitaire dans la bande de Gaza

Colombia to stop arms purchases from Israel in response to
attack on humanitarian aid delivery

At the time Israel was providing considerable support to both
Intelligence and military forces in Colombia. Although the Israeli
government was not officially involved, private contractors and
Israeli mercenaries also provided training for Colombia’s
infamous paramilitary forces.
https://www.piratewireservices.com/p/colombia-to-stop-arms-purchases-
from

Date de publication : 29/02/2024

Colombia suspends arms imports from Israel

The Netanyahu administration had already suspended “‘security
exports” to Bogota over Petro’s “hostile and anti-Semitic
statements.” The Colombian president has been one of the most
vociferous critics of a military assault on Gaza in response to a
surprise attack in southern Israel by Palestinian armed groups in

October last year.
https://colombiareports.com/colombia-suspends-arms-imports-from-
israel/

Date de publication : 29/02/2024

Colombia pauses buying Israeli weapons

Colombia has been a key U.S. ally for years and one of Israel’s
closest partners in Latin America. Relations with Israel and the
U.S. have cooled since Petro was elected as the country’s first
leftist president in 2022, although Bogota and Washington have
stayed on relatively good terms despite differences over U.S. drug

policy and Venezuela
https://halifax.citynews.ca/2024/02/29/colombia-pauses-buying-israeli-
weapons-and-president-calls-war-in-gaza-genocide/

Date de publication : 29/02/2024

4 EURASIE: L’armée russe prend la ville

d’Avdiivka en Ukraine

Russia Claims 'Full Control' of Ukraine's Avdiivka

Russia said Saturday it had taken “full control” of the eastern
Ukrainian city of Avdiivka, hours after Kyiv said it had pulled out
of the former stronghold to save soldiers’ lives. Russian Defence
Minister Sergei Shoigu had informed President VIadimir Putin of
the advance, said a defense ministry statement... It followed
months of pressure after Russian forces stepped up efforts to
capture the eastern industrial hub in October, devastating the city
and causing mass casualties. The capture of Avdiivka represents
Russia’s biggest victory in the war since May... It was Syrsky’s
first major decision since his appointment, at a time when Ukraine
faces mounting pressures in the east because of ammunition
shortages, with a $60-billion US military aid package held up in
Washington.
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2024/02/19/russia-control-ukraine-
avdiivka/

Date de publication : 19/02/2024
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Russian Offensive Campaign Assessment, February 18, 2024
Ukrainian forces will likely be able to establish new defensive
lines not far beyond Avdiivka, which will likely prompt the
culmination of the Russian offensive in this area. The Russian
Ministry of Defense (MoD) claimed on February 18 that elements
of the Russian Central Grouping of Forces completely captured
Avdiivka, advancing 8.6 kilometers in depth in the area, and that
Russian forces continue offensive operations to capture additional
territory in Donetsk Oblast... ISW has still not observed footage
of disorderly Ukrainian withdrawals to support these Russian
claims and would expect to observe such footage if the withdrawal
was disorderly on a large scale given the normal patterns of
Russian sources with access to such material... Russian forces are
likely seeking to take advantage of two windows of opportunity
with the recent initiation of their simultaneous offensive
operations—the period before the upcoming spring thaw and the
nuanced dynamics of Western aid provision.
https://www.iswresearch.org/2024/02/russian-offensive-campaign-

assessment_18.html
Date de publication : 18/02/2024

Avdiivka, a Symbolic Trophy for Putin’s Russia

Ukraine's withdrawal from the city of Avdiivka hands Vladimir
Putin a major symbolic victory before Russia's presidential
election in March and exposes Kyiv's critical shortages of
weapons and soldiers... Avdiivka "has been a symbol of Ukraine's
battlefield resolve and Russia's military failures," said analyst Ivan
Klyszcz of the Estonia-based International Center for Defense and
Security. But it is "strategically insignificant," added Gustav
Gressel, a senior policy fellow at the European Council on Foreign
Relations... The delivery of Western F-16 fighter jets to Ukraine
"take much too long" and Kyiv's forces were running short of air-
to-air missiles and artillery ammunition, undermining the defense
of Avdiivka, Gressel said... According to a European military
source, Ukraine is going on the defensive to hold out in the long
term, fend off local Russian attacks and avoid squandering its
capacities while waiting for fresh Western aid, especially from the
United States.
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2024/02/17/avdiivka-a-symbolic-
trophy-for-putins-russia-a84130

Date de publication : 17/02/2024

4 ASIE — OCEANIE : Nouvelle revue stratégique
navale de U’Australie visant un renforcement
massif de sa marine de guerre

Australia to more than double naval surface fleet, grow defense
budget

Marles said the entire plan is “fully funded” thanks to an additional
AU$11.1 billion (U.S. $7.3 billion) allocated over the next decade,
including AU$1.7 billion (U.S. $1.1 billion) in the next four
years... Parker said this amount is “probably feasible,” but added
that the Treasury plans to only increase defense spending from
2027 to 2028. “I don’t know how they’re going to be able to
resource those things without increasing defense spending in
May,” she explained... Marles had promised defense expenditure
would move from an anticipated 2.1% of gross domestic product
by 2030 to 2.4% by that time, but Parker said that is insufficient
to fund so many naval acquisitions... But another challenge is
crewing. The Defence Department planned to raise the number of
military members by 2,201 in the 2022-2023 time frame, but

instead it suffered a net loss of 1,389 uniformed personnel.
https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2024/02/28/australia-to-more-than-
double-naval-surface-fleet-grow-defense-budget/

Date de publication : 28/02/2024

Imagining a Much Bigger Australian Surface Combatant Fleet
Driving this is the fact that the fleet’s core of eight Anzac-class
frigates are at the end of their life. The class leader reached its
planned withdrawal date this year with the last planned for 2032.
However, the first of the Hunter-class replacement ships (an
extensively modified Type 26 design) won’t enter Service until
2032, with the last arriving in the 2040s. The Hunter project is also
sharply escalating in cost; the estimate in 2018 was $23 billion for
nine ships, but it is now $43 billion. Age and cost issues needed
addressing, but last year’s Defence Strategic Review (DSR) also
found that Australia’s geostrategic context is worsening, with a
conflict between major powers in the region possible within the
next 10 years.

https://rusi.org/explore-our-
research/publications/commentary/imagining-much-bigger-australian-

surface-combatant-fleet
Date de publication : 28/02/2024

L'Australie a écarté d'emblée le francais Naval Group pour la
construction de 11 frégates polyvalentes

Le 20 février, le ministere australien de la Défense a dévoilé une
nouvelle revue stratégique navale, dont ’ambition est de renforcer
la RAN & un « niveau jamais atteint depuis la Seconde Guerre
mondiale », en la dotant de vingt-six navires de surface dits de
premiers rangs, contre seulement onze actuellement... Aux trois «
destroyers » de type Hobart, aux six frégates Hunter et aux six
navires a équipage optionnel, la RAN aura donc besoin de onze
frégates polyvalentes pour arriver aux 26 batiments de surface de
« premier rang ». Visiblement, elles ne seront pas construites par
Naval Group, l'industriel ayant été écarté d’emblée par le
ministére australien de la Défense. Et cela alors que la Frégate de
défense et d’intervention [FDI] aurait certainement pu tirer son
épingle du jeu.
https://www.opex360.com/2024/02/22/laustralie-a-ecarte-demblee-le-
francais-naval-group-pour-la-construction-de-11-fregates-polyvalentes/

Date de publication : 22/02/2024

The Navy gets bigger under the fleet review. But is it enough?
The Enhanced Lethality Surface Combatant review has laid out
plans for the Royal Australian Navy to grow larger, with more
firepower in the coming decade to ensure that it can meet the
challenges highlighted in the 2023 defence strategic review
(DSR). Navy’s surface combatant force will see the three existing
Hobart class destroyers proceed with a previously planned
upgrade to their Aegis combat system from Baseline 8 to Baseline
9, but this will occur sooner than planned. Of the nine planned
Hunter class frigates, only six will be acquired, configured for
anti-submarine warfare. This sees a reduction in the number of
Tier 1 surface combatants from a planned 12, down to nine ships.
However, the review also has suggested the acquisition of six
large optionally crewed surface vessels (LOSVs), each with 32
vertical launch missile system (VLS) cells. These will be jointly
developed with the United States to provide additional strike
capability.
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/the-navy-gets-bigger-under-the-fleet-
review-but-is-it-enough/

Date de publication : 20/02/2024

A4 AFRIQUE : La Somalie entérine un accord de
défense avec la Turquie

Red Sea politics: why Turkey is helping Somalia defend its
waters

Al-Shabaab’s persistence has convinced Turkey that it needs to
provide more active military support for Somalia’s

development... Over the past 12 months, Turkey has moved closer
to the United States. It’s positioned itself as an effective ally in
Africa to counteract the negative effects of France’s withdrawal —
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such as the increasing influence of Russia. Turkey’s commitment
to Somalia follows its efforts in Libya... Turkey and Somalia
began working on an agreement between November 2023 and
January 2024. Turkey agreed to train and equip Somalia’s naval
force and help patrol the country’s 3,333km coastline... Turkey’s
defence sector has had increasing influence in Ankara’s foreign
policy decisions... African countries are among the main targets
for the Turkish defence sector. Somalia, therefore, provides an
opportunity to spread more Turkish production and items. In 2022,
Turkey became, along with the United States, the main backer of
a new offensive against Al-Shabaab. It provided logistical support

to the Gorgor forces and air cover to the national army.
https://theconversation.com/red-sea-politics-why-turkey-is-helping-
somalia-defend-its-waters-224377

Date de publication : 28/02/2024

Corne de I’ Afrique : la Somalie ratifie un accord de défense avec
la Turquie

Le président a souligné que 1’accord présenté au Parlement se
concentre exclusivement sur la coopération entre la Somalie et la
Turquie en matiére de défense maritime et d’économie, sans
intention de provoquer des conflits ou des antagonismes avec
d’autres pays ou gouvernements. Les tensions se sont accrues
entre les nations de la Corne de I’Afrique suite a
I’approfondissement des liens entre 1’Ethiopie et le Somaliland,
illustré par la signature le ler janvier d’un « protocole d’accord »
accordant a [D’Ethiopie la location de 20 km de cotes
somalilandaises sur le golfe d’Aden pour une durée de 50 ans. Les
autorités somalilandaises ont affirmé que, en échange de cet accés
4 la mer, I’Ethiopie serait le premier pays & reconnaitre
officiellement le Somaliland, ce que aucun pays n’a fait depuis
que ce territoire de 4,5 millions d’habitants a déclaré son

indépendance unilatéralement de la Somalie en 1991.
https://sahel-intelligence.com/33492-corne-de-lafrique-la-somalie-ratifie-
un-accord-de-defense-avec-la-turquie.html

Date de publication : 23/02/2024

Somalia Endorses Defense Deal With Turkey

Somalia’s cabinet and lawmakers on Wednesday endorsed a major
defense deal with Turkey, with Mogadishu locked in a dispute
with Ethiopia over a maritime agreement it says threatens its
sovereignty. Under the 10-year pact, close ally Turkey will help
defend Somalia’s long coastline and also rebuild the naval forces
of the fragile Horn of Africa nation, President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud told reporters after a joint session of parliament...
NATO member Turkey has close relations with Somalia and is its
leading economic partner, notably in the construction, education,
and health sectors, as well as in military cooperation. Somalia is
also home to Turkey’s largest overseas military base and training
facility, which has already trained more than 5,000 members of

the Somali security forces, according to Turkish media reports.
https://www.thedefensepost.com/2024/02/22/somalia-defense-deal-
turkey/

Date de publication : 22/02/2024

4 MOYEN-ORIENT : Visite de UEmir du Qatar en
France

Communiqué conjoint a 1’occasion de la visite d’Etat en France
de Son Altesse Cheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir de
I’Etat du Qatar.

Les deux chefs d’Etat ont fait part de leur profonde préoccupation
face au risque d’escalade dans la région suite aux attaques du 7
octobre 2023 et au conflit dans la bande de Gaza.[...]. Ils ont
exprimé leur vive préoccupation face aux menaces qui pésent sur
la sCreté maritime et la liberté de navigation en mer Rouge, en
soulignant la nécessité de résoudre ces questions [...] afin de
prévenir les tensions régionales et de garantir la streté maritime.

[...] Les deux chefs d’Etat ont réaffirmé leur attachement a la
souveraineté et a la stabilité du Liban et leur volonté de contribuer
a la désescalade [...] Ils ont également souligné qu’ils étaient
disposés a poursuivre leur soutien aux forces armées libanaises
dans ce contexte [...]. Enfin, ils ont réaffirmé leur plein soutien a
la Force intérimaire des Nations Unies au Liban (FINUL).
https://www.elysee.fr/emmanuel-macron/2024/02/27/communique-
conjoint-a-loccasion-de-la-visite-detat-en-france-de-son-altesse-cheikh-
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Burkina Faso

Le Burkina Faso, constatant les échecs de sa stratégie, recherche
I’aide de I’ Africa Corps russe en matiére de sécurité
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Les détails du projet de tréve de 40 jours a Gaza étudié par le
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